
The Directorõs Chair 
house. As always, the board would 

like to have everyone's input as to 

the things that you would like to do 

this year. Maybe you have a new 

idea for a ride or a place for a dinner 

ride. We would like to hear from 

you. 

Just a reminder that with the  

beginning of the new year, itôs time 

to renew your chapter membership.  

The renewal form is on line, or you 

can get one at the dealership or the  

general meeting. 

Well, with all that said, I hope that  

everyone had a great Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! I hope to 

see everyone at the first meeting of 

the new year on the 7th.                     

Sincerely, 

Dan 

Greetings To All! 

With the holiday season here, I 

hope that everyone is enjoying the 

season and having a good time. Itôs 

a special time for us, as we will 

have the whole family together for 

the holidays. 

I would like to thank everyone for 

this opportunity to be the Director of 

the HOG group. With all the help 

and support of the rest of the board, 

I am sure we will have a great year.  

As I look forward to this year, I am 

reminded of all the great times that I 

have had with this group. I know 

there will be many more great times 

because of all the great members 

that we have. 

This year, as always, will start off 

with our Polar Bear Run on New 

Yearôs Day (weather permitting).   

A bit cold but always a good ride.  

We will have normal first Saturday 

and third Sunday Chapter rides.  

Our first General meeting is on 

January 7th. On the 14th, we will be 

having our activities meeting at 6:30 

pm. Anyone interested in helping  to 

plan out the year and fill out the  

calendar is welcome to attend.  The  

meeting will be held at Judyôs 

Special points of interest: 

Have a Happy New Year! 

H-D Trivia Question: In what field 

did Harley founder, William S. 

Harley receive a degree and from 

which school? See page 8 for the 

answer. 
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From The Dealership 
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Editorial Staff 

L.O.H. 

Happy New Year! 

And, welcome to the new chapter officers. We at the dealership look  
forward to working with you during the coming year. And, thanks again to 
all the local HOGgies for your generous hosting of the dealership staff at 
the annual HOG Christmas partyðwe sure enjoy the chance to meet and  
mingle with you when weôre not behind a counter or a desk! 

Big news from the Motor Company and Redwood H-D!  A limited time,  
super offer! Buy a new ô09 Sportster, or trade in your current ô07, ô08, or ô09 
Sportster (883 or 1200) before March 31st, 2009, and we will guarantee 
original MSRP back on your trade-up to a new Softail, Dyna, V-Rod, or 
Touring model. Of course thereôs a bit of fine print, but this is a great deal! 
If youôve been wanting a bigger bike, or know someone whoôs been  
thinking about a new Sportster but isnôt sure if itôs the right size, this is the 
time to make it happen. See Teri or Rockey for all the details. 

And, some more good newsðwe currently have rates as low as 4.99 APR 
for qualified buyers. Stop by and check out the new bikes in stock and talk 
to us about your options. 

Reminder: we will be updating our dealership records at the end of  
January, so to keep your dealership discount, be sure to submit your local 
chapter membership renewal now. 

You canôt belong to HOGé 

éwithout HOG belonging to 

 YOU!   (Itôs a fact . )  

 Our HOG chapter is really like a family.  
Every member in it brings something unique, 
valuable, and very necessary to the table, and 
every member benefits from the contributions 
of the whole. Truly, without your input, HOG 
simply grinds to a halt. But with a little help from 
everyone ï time, treasure, or talent ï our  
creativity sparks, our energy builds, our hopes 
and plans materialize, and we grow. So suit 

up, show up, sign up, speak up!   You belong   

Message from Our New Membership Officer, 
Kathleen OõNeal 

to the Family of HOG 
and HOG belongs to 
you. Being a member is  
Terrific ébut without yoô 
stuff, it ainôt enough. 



Continued on page 4 

December Crescent City Meeting Minutes:   
 
Our Christmas party started out with pizza at Pizza King 
at 6:30 pm. The meeting was called to order by Nancy at 
7:10 p.m. There were two December birthdays. No new 
bikes. We had several guests who came for the party. 
Total count was 27 guys and gals in attendance. Nancy 
reported the coming Dec. events and rides. 
 

CC Christmas Party Report  
 

Greeting from the Crescent City chapter! 
 
We had a fabulous Christmas party up here in the "CC", 
and we are glad that so many of you came up to join us! 
 
We put on a huge food-fest of pizza, lasagna, ravioli, 
salad, and garlic bread, followed by some yummy de-
serts, which were made by Helen, Mary, and Karen. Af-
ter we feasted, our annual crazy ornament exchange 
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Cold, Wet, and Icy        by Papa Pierre 

We have them all. Here are some 
thoughts that may make your riding 
more comfortable and most of all, 
SAFER. 

We get cold while riding because we 
are sitting and not generating a lot of 
heat. Physical exertion generates 
heat. Most of the time, we are warm 
and all bundled up in our gear at the 
start of a ride. As we get further 
along on a ride we get colder. The 
wild chill factor (the effect caused by 
speed and temperature) plays a 
huge roll in determining our over-all 
comfort. 

Every inch of exposed skin contrib-
utes to heat loss and though some of 
you may not know it, our breathing is 
another significant contributor. Not 
only do we lose body heat with our 
breath, but moisture as well. It is 
every bit as important to stay hy-
drated during the colder riding 
months as it is during the summer. 

Another example of how the cold 
weather affects us while riding is the 
cooling effect that occurs as our per-
spiration collects, cools, and some-
times evaporates. This is especially 
noticeable in our gloves and boots. 

One way to remedy this discomfort (at 
least improve the situation) is to invest 
in heated apparel. I personally use 
heated gloves and many of my riding 
companions wear heated vests, jack-
ets, pants, and suits. Redwood Harley-
Davidson has a complete selection of 
high-quality, heated apparel. 

Full-face helmets are the best for riding 
in cold weather and windshields help 
buffet frigid air as well. Leather jackets 
and chaps are almost worthless in 
these conditions ï leather is a very 
poor insulator and can actually refriger-
ate our bodies ï even though it is a  

standard for abrasion resistance when  
 

Crescent City Corner 

By Helen Dewey and Glenn & Nancy Anderson 

started all the hilarity and fun; everyone sneaking around 
to steal each others' ornaments. Next year make sure you 
come up, it's an absolute blast! 
 
Crescent City "represented" at the H.O.G. Christmas party 
in Eureka! Our very own Bob Dewey won a $100 gift  
certificate from Redwood Harley for having the most  
mileage in the CA North Coast Chapter with nearly 15,000 
miles! Glenn Anderson came in third place with his  
mileage. Glenn also won most participation points, also 
winning a $100 gift certificate! Nancy Anderson came in 
3rd place for participation points - (ha ha! it pays to be a 
passenger with Glenn!) 
 
We've had rain, hail, snow, and ice for the last several 
weeks in Crescent City, so most of us stayed off our bikes. 
We did see a few bikes ride through town, all we could do 
is shake our heads and point. 
 
We are looking forward to the next sunny day to rev up the 
engines! 
 
Happy New Year everyone! 
 
Glenn and Nancy Anderson 

 



Cold, Wet, and Icy (cont.) 

Page 4 January 2009 

we slide on road surfaces. 

What works best to maintain a comfort-
able temperature are layers of clothing, 
fleece, wind-proof, thermal, and/or electric 
clothing. 

Letôs face it ï there are some days when 
HOG cancels all rides. Rain is the most 
common reason we do this. There are 
other reasons rides are cancelled when 
the conditions are not safe. Smoke, during 
the fire season is an example of this. 
When visibility and air quality are compro-
mised, it is just not worth risking life or 
limb for a few highway miles. I encourage 
all of you to make your riding decision 
very carefully. 

ALWAYS consult the Weather Channel or 
another real-time weather service, be-
cause we all know how the forecasts can 
be inaccurate. It is very important to un-
derstand how the weather behaves in our 
region and/or wherever you are riding be-
cause then, you can make educated deci-
sions on whether to ride or not. It is not 
uncommon for the conditions to change 
and worsen when we ride ï so, make a 
continuous effort to slow down, ride 
smooth, allow added distance to stop, and 
be ULTRA-gentle on the brakes, shifting, 
throttle, and steering. 

Look out for black ice ï anticipate where it 
might be lurking ï in the shadows on the 
curves and corners that donôt see direct 
sunlight this time of year. It can also form 
on bridges and underpasses. Remember 
that it can linger long after major portions 
of the roadway appear to be clear and 
dry. If you find yourself in a patch of ice or 
suspect that youôre losing traction, keep 
your speed down, aim the bike as straight 
as possible, and be as steady as possible 
by minimizing unnecessary movements. 
Squeeze in the clutch and free-wheel it, if 
possible ï this is a technique that keeps a 
rider from applying too much or too little 
power to the real wheel, which can make 
a bad situation even worse. Most of all, 
fight the impulse to drag your feet to right 
yourself and the bike. You will be much 
steadier and safer with your feet on the 
pegs or floorboards ï NOT dragging 
them. I think it is best to ride in bad 
weather only when you have to. Cold 

weather riding can be enjoyable only if 
you stay comfortable. Letôs all stay 
alert and safe out there. 

Peace, Love, & Happiness! 

Your Safety Officer, 

Papa Pierre 

Healing on a Harley   by Liz Casey 

Sad, heartbreaking, painful things happen to us all. We know itôs part of 
being human, part of the gig, but knowing this doesnôt make going through 
emotional or physical trauma any easier. Pain sucks. 

Many of you, my wonderful Harley buddies, know that last August my  
beloved big dog, Rillabie unexpectedly passed away. She walked into the 
kitchen, laid down on the floor, and died with no warning, no known  
illnesses, no theatrics. She was young. She was fit. In fact, she received a 
clean bill of health from the vet only one week prior. Our angel, whom we 
rescued at a mere three-months old and had played with and hiked with 
daily for eight years, was gone within ten minutes. Just like that. Craig, my 
husband, and I were and still are devastated. 

After Rilla died, I found it nearly impossible to be in the house. The house 
where I telecommute, grow vegetables, and listen to the ocean, was  
suddenly my biggest enemy. I hated being in the place where Rilla had 
taken her last breath, the place that was suddenly too quiet. Reminders of 
her were every whereðher doggie dust-bunnies under the piano, her 
golden fur stuck to the sofa cushions, her favorite squeaky toys all over. I 
hated it. 

So, I turned to my Softail Custom. There she was quietly asking me to get 
out of the house, breathe the air, feel the speed, and find the spots of  
sunshine. So, I did. I lived on my Harley for a solid month, spending as 
little time at home as possible. Granted, I still had a company to run,  
clients to help, and laundry to do, but I managed. I rode nearly every day. 

And, I rode hard, most often alone. I leaned into the curves on Hwy. 299 
and felt my bike respond like she was made of my own flesh. I rode up to 
Orick and gazed at the warm, felt-brown hides of the grazing Roosevelt 
Elk. I rode to Oregon and grabbed coffee with a couple of friends in a little 
bookstore. I rode and rode and rode until my arms and knees ached. 

On the bike, I had to force myself to stay present, to stow my grief long 
enough to ride safely. When the tears came, as they often did, I would pull 
over on some out-of-the-way road and just cry my eyes out. But, my bike 
was always there, waiting for me. After each crying jag, I knew that I had to 
get her and myself home, safely. I couldnôt cry forever. I had to ñdry it upò 
and climb back on, roar down the road, and find a little joy around the next 
turn. This is what I did.  

My Harley saved me. She got me through the worst of it. And, now when I 
ride, I know that Rillabie rides with me, something she 

Continued on page 5 
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could never do in life. Sometimes Rilla even 
runs down the road beside me with a big olô 
grin on her goofy, doggie face. And, my grin 
matches hers.  

Healing on a Harley  (Cont.) 

December General Meeting Minutes 

California North Coast HOG  

General Meeting  

December 3, 2008, 7:10 pm 

Redwood Acres Turf Room 

Officers Present: Judy, Dan, Cindy, Phylis  

Discretionary Officers: Glenn, Nancy, Mark, Cheri, Pierre, 

Judy & Bob Florka, and Kathleen,  standing in for 

GregO and Rebecca  

 

Director, Judy  opened the meeting and welcomed new 

member Stephen G. who rides a V-Rod Muscle. 

She led The Membership in a moment of silence in  

memory of brother Dewey A., who passed away November 

6th. 

Birthday Drawing Winner:  Congratulations Kirstie N. 

 

Announcements:  Kathleen is renewing  

memberships - see her. She will take over this  

position officially in January. Thanks to Kathleen for step-

ping up and GregO for his years of service as Membership 

Officer. 

 

Recent Rides:  Pierre and Richard S. went south to  

Boomers-nice day for a ride. Chapter Ride took the 

299/3/36 loop with lunch for most members at Miller's in 

Weaverville. Phylis met Dublin, Ireland HOGS for lunch in 

Kilkenny, Ireland. 

 

RH-D: Stephanie brought catalogs and explained how to 

do a H-D wish list. Dec 4 Ladies' Shopping Night; Dec 5 

Mens' Shopping Night. Refreshments and a few specials.  

"13 Days of Christmas" at  

Redwood Harley begins Dec 9 with "Specials" daily.    

Dealership will be open on Monday, Dec 22. 

 

ASST DIR:  BOD will be at Dan's on Dec 17. All are  

invited, call for directions. Turn in Mileage by Dec 5 to be 

eligible for prizes at the Chapter Christmas Party. 

 

SECRETARY:  Announced Bowl For Kids and offered to 

change date if members preferred. A show of hands and 

a few comments and the date for our bowling teams is 

Saturday March 14th at 7pm. Theme: Outer  

Space, and our captain once again is Jim Williams. 

 

TREASURER:  Chapter is flush for now. Christmas Party 

expenses will lower the balance and we shall still be op-

erating well in the black. 

 

CC ASSTS:  The Crescent City Meeting will be short with 

a pizza party and ornament exchange on Dec 4. Every-

one is invited. 

 
ACTIVITIES:  

Dec 6 Pierre will lead Chapter Ride 

Dec 7 UBNC 33rd Annual Toy Run 

From Arcata to Eureka, departs at noon whistle. 

Dec 13 Chapter Party at the Elks' Club 6-10pm 

Dec 14 Kiwanis Annual G-ville Toy Run 

Dec 28 UBNC Last Ride of 2008: 76 Gas Station (RH-D) 

to Apple Peddler in CC 

 

Judy thanked KO for stepping in for Rebecca for the sec-

ond half of 2008. 

 

 Continued on page 6 


